ELEMENTARY TRAINING OF HOUSE DOG

or when you are using ferrets in a barn, hedge,
wood pile, etc., the ideal terrier must stay quietly
in a chosen spot where it is ready to pounce on
the rat immediately the latter is clear of
sanctuary; if a terrier runs noisily around, the
rat will hear, or see, its adversary before bolting
from a hole, and may decide to stay where it is,
rather than face the danger heard or seen out-
side its retreat.

To train your dog in the desired fashion, allow
another person to work for the rats whilst you
lie down with the terrier in the chosen spot; tell
your pupil to wait, and restrain any attempt to
move or yap by patting him, with the command
"quiet"; in due course the terrier will learn to
stay quiet without being restrained, and a sensible
dog will know instinctively where to wait in
the most likely place.

A really good ratting terrier is most useful
from a national, as well as a personal, point of
view. Millions of rats are killed annually by
dogs, and such mode of destruction is the most
humane method which can be practised. I kept
a record, for several years, of the annual " bags "
made by a terrier called " Stingo " which I once
possessed; and over a long period this dog
helBed to kill about a thousand rats every year.
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